For NMR spectra the substrates were dissolved in CDCl 3 and the spectra recorded on a Bruker AVANCE 300 III, 250 II or 500. The IR spectra were measured as ATR experiments with a Nicolet 6700 FT-IR spectrometer and a Nicolet 550 FT-IR spectrometer. MS and HRMS were measured by an Agilent 6890 N/5973 GC-MS and an Agilent 1200/6210 Time-of-Flight LC-MS. Melting points were determined by a Micro-Hot-Stage GalenTM III Cambridge Instruments. 16-(hydroxymethylidene)-3-methoxy-α-estron 1 (1.8 mmol, 562 mg) and 2,6-Di-tert-butyl-4-methylpyridine (2.8 mmol, 575 mg) were dissolved in dichloromethane (10 mL) and cooled to 0 °C.

